THE BISHOP OF HIPPO             211
Council of Nicaea forbade a bishop to have a coadjutor, but the African bishops do not seem to have been learned in the canon law. Valerius, therefore, had Augustine ordained bishop. Towards the close of 395 the primate, or senex, as he was then called, of Numidia, Megalius, bishop of Calama, came to Hippo with a number of other bishops, and Valerius asked him to perform the ordination. A curious incident arose which gave Augustine some trouble in later years. Megalius refused at first to ordain him on account of some calumny that was in circulation about him. It seems (Contra Cresconium, m. 92, iv. 79) that the Donatists accused him of having given a philtre to a woman of Hippo. The story was, of course, a ridiculous invention of the Donatists, and Megalius was soon persuaded of that. But the letters in which he had stated his grievance afterwards fell into the hands of Augustine's enemies, and were used with much zeal by the Donatists and Manicheans for some years. Megalius publicly begged Augustine's forgiveness for his hesitation, and the ordination took place a little before Christmas. Possidius says that Augustine had a suspicion at the time that the ordination was irregular, but he was